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OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY 

Sj Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
□ This action is FINAL. 

G Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 O.C. 11 ; 453 O.G^ 3. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire /77 ^^-^^ month(s), or thirty days, 

whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause 
the application to become abandoried. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims^ . 



Qfi/'ynJ d^pe-pendlng in the applicati 

Of the above, claim(s) Is/are withdrawn from consideratii 

□ Claim(s) ^ is/are allowed, 

ejected. 



□ Claim(s) yp 



□ Claim(s) ■ Is/are objected to. 

O Claims are subject to restriction or election requireme 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapprove 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priorfty under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1l9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some' □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
G received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

U received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
•Certified copies not received: _ 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

-*^7hotice of Reference Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449. Paper No(s). 

[Z Interview Summary, PTO-4 13 

iZ Nottee of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948 
Nottee of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 



Y3^.1 ~ OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES - 

(R*v. IMS) 
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1 . It would appear that the claimed rose cultivar Meichibon' is 
described in Breeder s Right application number PR PBR 0171379. which was 
filed on May 1 1. 1998 and published on May 10. 1998 (more than one year 
prior to the filing date of the instant application), and which matured into 
Grant/Reg. Number 1 1589 on January 10. 2000. which was published on 
February 1 0, 2000 (more than one year prior to the filing date of the instant 
application. The denomination was published on May 10, 1998 (more than 
one year prior to the filing date of the instant application). 

The claimed rose cultivar 'Meichibon' is described in Breeder's right 
application number QZ PBR 990285. which was filed on February 25. 1999 
and published on June 15, 1999 (more than one year prior to the filing date 
of the instant application), and which matured into Grant/Reg. Number 6301 
on June 5, 2000, which was published on August 15, 2000 (more than one 
year prior to the filing date date of the instant application. The 
denomination was accepted on June 5. 2000 (more than one year prior to the 
filing date of the instant application. 

Each of the pubhshed applications, accepted/pubhshed denominations 
and published grants constitute a "printed publication " under 35 U.S.C. 102 
because they are accessible to persons concerned with the art to which the 
document relates. See In re Wyer, 655 F.2d 221, 226; 210 USPQ 790. 794 
(CCPA 1981). See also MPEP section 2128. For example. UPOV publishes the 
application number, grant number, date of publication, species of plant, and 
variety denomination for PBR certificates, and copies of the grant and 
application are obtainable through the Plant Variety Rights Journal. Plant 
varieties are also entered in the Register of Community Plant Variety Rights 
and Register of Applications for Community Plant Variety rights, both of 
which are open to the public. Thus, information regarding the claimed 
cultivar, in the form of the publications noted above, was readily available to 
interested persons of ordinary skill in the art. 
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A printed publication can serve as a statutory bar under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) if the reference, combined with knowledge in the prior art, would 
enable one of ordinary skill in the art to reproduce the claimed plant. In re 
LeOr/ce, 301 F.2d 929. 133 USPQ 365 (CCPA 1962). If one skilled in the art 
could reproduce the plant from a publicly available source, then a 
publication describing the plant would have an enabling disclosure. See £r 
parte Thomson 24 USPQ 2d 1618. 1620. (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1992)("The 
issue is not whether the Iclaimed] cultivar Siokora was on public use or sale 
in the United Stales but. rather, whether Siokora seeds were available to a 
skilled artisan anywhere in the world such that he/she could attain them 
and make/reproduce the Siokora cultivar disclosed in the cited 
publications."). 

While each of the publications cited above discloses the claimed plant 
variety, a question remains as to whether these references are enabling. If 
the plant was publicly available, then the published appUcation. 
accepted/published denomination, or published grant, combined with the 
knowledge in the prior art, would enable one of ordinary skill in the art to 
reproduce the claimed plant. The ability of the Office to determine whether 
the claimed plant was pubhcly available is limited. Electronic and paper 
search within the Office has not revealed any evidence that the claimed 
plant was on sale anywhere in the world. 

However, the claimed plant may have been sold at the wholesale level, 
sold under a different name, or even distributed to interested parties (i.e. 
the public) free of charge. Since the inventor and the assignee (if applicable) 
of the instant application are in a better position to know when, if ever, the 
claimed plant was made publicly available, the Examiner is requiring this 
information per the attached Requirement for Information Under 37 CFR 
1.105. 
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A requirement for information under 37 CFR 1.105 is attached. This 
requirement is subject to the provisions of 37 CFR 1.134. 1.135 and 1.136 
and if unaccompanied by an Office action on the merits has a shortened 
statutory period of 2 months from the mailing date of this communication. 
EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) 
However, as the requirement for informatioii in this application is 
being mailed with an Office action on the merits, the time period 
for reply to this requirement coincides with the time period for 
reply to the enclosed Office action, which is three months. 

Reference to the Swiss application set forth in applicant's declaration 
was not found by the examiner during the course of UPOV-ROM search, thus 
calling into question the propriety of this cite. Applicant should provide a 
copy of this document responsive to this Office action so that the accuracy of 
the cite can be verified per se. and so that if the cite is indeed accurate that 
the publication date can be fully considered as regards a potential future 
rejection of the claim. 



2. The following is a quotation of section (a) of 37 CFR 1.163: 

(a) The specification must contain as full and complete a disclosure as 
possible of the plant and the characteristics thereof that distinguish the 
same over related known varieties, and its antecedents, and must 
particularly point out where and in what manner the variety of plant 
has been asezually reproduced. In the case of a newly found plant, the 
specification must particularly point out the location and character of 
the area where the plant was discovered. 
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The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

"The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, 
and of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, 
clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art 
to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the 
inventor of carrying out his invention," 

In plant applications filed under 35 U.S.C. 161. the requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 1 12 are limited. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 162: 

No plant patent shall be declared invalid for noncompliance with section 
112 of this title if the description is as complete as is reasonably possible. 
The claim in the specification shall be in format terms to the plant shown 
and described. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 1 12: 

"The specification shall conclude with one or more claims 
particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter 
which the apphcant regards as his invention." 

As specific to United States Plant Patent applications, the 
specifics of 37 CFR 1.164 (reproduced below) are controlling: 

"The claim shall be in formal terms to the new and distinct variety 
of the specified plant as described and illustrated, and may also recite the 
principal distinguishing characteristics. More than one claim is not 
permitted." 

The disclosure is objected to under 37 CFR 1.163(a) and under 35 
US.C. 112, first paragraph, because the specification presents less than a full, 
clear, and complete botanical description of the plant and the characteristics 
which define same per se, and which distinguish same over related or 
similar known cultivars and antecedents. 

More specifically: 
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A. During a search of UPOV-ROM. the following "hit" on a rose 
cultivar named Meichibon* was found: ( 1 ) FR PBR 0171 379. 

While this earlier filed foreign document would appear to be drawn to 
the same plant given the limited information available on UPOV-ROM (such 
as assignee) it cannot conclusively or positively be determined that such is 
the case. 

Apphcant must substantively address and obviate this issue 
responsive to this Office action (so as to provide as complete a description of 
the plant as is reasonably possible) by one of the two avenues mentioned 
below: 

( 1 ) If the above is indeed drawn to the same plant as is presently 
described and illustrated (i.e. the instant plant), such needs to be positively 
and clearly acknowledged in applicant's comments responsive to this Office 
action. In the alternative, applicant could file a substitute declaration 
incorporating this earlier prior foreign filing so as to clarify the issue should 
such be found to be the case, even though foreign priority is not being 
claimed (and in this instance cannot be claimed); 

(2) If the above earher filed referenced foreign document refers to a 
different floribunda rose plant, it would be necessary for applicant to take 
corrective action relative to the cultivar name of the plant presently 
described and illustrated (i.e. the "instant " plant) such as by correcting same, 
as reuse of the cultivar name Meichibon' would then be inadmissible under 
at least Article 48. Article 50. and Article 51 of the INTERNATIONAL 
CODE OP NOMENCLATURE FOR CULTIVATED PLANTS- 1 9Sa. 

As plant names are associated with and used to identify particular 
plants and are therefore descriptive, for a United States Plant Patent to 
properly issue, the cultivar name set forth in the specification must be 
proper. 
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B. The recitation currently set forth for thorns in the specification, 
should be reviewed for accuracy, as per the submitted illustration, thorns 
look to be more than moderately numerous on both the flowering stems and 
the main branches. 

C. Anthocyanin coloration on young fohage and stems (and anywhere 
else such is characteristically present) should be more meaningfully 
accounted for. such as by stating general location(s) thereof on same, and 
with reference to the employed color chart. Such would appear to be 
characteristically present both on the juvenile foliage and peduncles. 

D. Character of the peduncle surface should be further described in 
the specification in the interest of providing as complete a botanical 
description of the plant as is reasonably possible. 

E. Additional information should be incorporated into the specification 
relative to sepals, such as by setting forth the characteristic and observed 
number of same per bloom, and by setting forth characteristics of the upper 
and under surfaces thereof. 

F. More meaningful information should be imported into the 
specification relative to characteristic and observed lastingness of the 
individual blooms, such as by setting for an observed range in days for the 
bloom on the plant as the current recitation "very long" states little in 
positive or meaningful terms. If more meaningful information is also 
available relative to observed lastingness as a cut flower, such should 
likewise be incorporated into the specification in the interest of providing as 
complete a botanical description of the plant as is reasonably possible. 

G. Characteristic petal shape should be accounted for more 
meaningfully in the specification, as presently only the base of the petal is 
currently described, along with the fact that the tip is reflexed. 
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H. Although such need not be in any great detail, the instant plant 
should be distinguished from its stated parental cultivars on the record. 

I. If pollen is characteristically produced, such should be accounted 
for in the specification with reference both to quantity and coloration. 

J. As the instant plant has been known to bear fruit, the specification 
should include a description of same, at least in general terms. 

K. If more meaningful information is now available relative to 
observed and characteristic disease resistance of the instant plant, such 
should be incorporated into the specification, particularly as such is set forth 
as a defining and distinguishing feature of same. 

L. If length of the flowering stem has been systematically observed, 
information relative to such should be incorporated into the specification in 
the interest of providing as complete a botanical description of the plant as is 
reasonably possible. 



The above listing may not be comprehensive. Applicant should 
carefully review the disclosure and import into same any additional or 
corrected information which would aid in botanically identifying and/or 
distinguishing the cultivar for which United States Plant Patent protection is 
being sought. 



3. The claim is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12. first and second 
paragraphs as not being supported by a clear and complete botanical 
description of the plant, for the reasons set forth in paragraph 2 above. 
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4. Applicant is advised of the changes to 37 CFR 1 .84 which took 
effect November 29, 2000 and apply to any applications (and to new 
drawings filed in previously existing applications) filed thereafter. In 
particular. 37 CFR 1.84(e) now states, in part: 

Photogrsphs must be developed on paper meeting the 
sheet size reqairements of paragraph (f ) of this section 
and margin requirements of paragraph (g) of this 
section. 

The USPTO no longer accepts photographs mounted on Bristol board, 
paper or other material. Further information on the new rules is available 
on the USPTO web site at www.uspto.gov. 

The USPTO has delayed enforcement of the above changes 
until October 01. 2001. Drawings in compliance with with old 
rules will be accepted through September 30, 2001. Complete 
details can be found in the May 22. 2001. Official Gazette (1246 
OG 106-107) on on the internet at: 

hUp://^v^.uspto.goWveb/office3/com/soi/og/200l/v6ek21/patYaTr.htm 



5. Applicant is advised of the new procedures for amendmg the 
specification and claim under 37 CFR 1.121. The new procedures are 
optional untU February 28. 2001 and mandatory beginning March 01. 
200 1 . Information on the new procedures is available on the internet at 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/dcom/olia/pbg/index.html. 
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6. Any inquiry cx)ncerning this cofflmunication from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Howard J. Locker whose telephone number is 
703-308-2924, and whose normal work hours are Monday through 
Thursday, from 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Bruce Campell, can be reached at 703-308-4205. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relatmg to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0196. 



TELECOPY/FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Group 1600 by 
facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to this Group via the PTO Fax 
Center in Crystal Mall 1 (CM 1 ). The faxing of such papers must conform to 
the notice published in the Official Gazette. 1096 OG 30 (November 15. 
1989). The CM 1 Fax Center number is 703-308-4556 or 703-305-3592. 



Howard J. Locker /hjl 




October 30. 2002 muP ART um ±ip(s>4^ 
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REOUIREMRNT FOB INFORMATION UNDER 

37 CFR l lOS 

Applicant and the assignee (if applicable) of this application are 
required under 37 CFR 1.105 to provide the following information that the 
examiner has determined reasonably necessary to the examination of this 
application. 

The information is required to determine when, if ever, the claimed 
plant variety, Meichibon', was publicly available prior to the filing date of 
the instant application. 

In response to this requirement, please provide any information 
available regarding the sale or other public distribution of the claimed plant 
variety anywhere in the world, including the date(s) of any sale or other 
public distribution. Also, please provide copies of the referenced published 
applications, published/accepted denominations, and published Breeder's 
Right grants, including the Swiss application referenced in applicant's 
declaration but not found in the course of electronic UPOV-ROM search by 
the examiner. The Office does not maintain a collection of Breeder's Rights 
documents and they are not readily obtainable electronically. It is 
reasonable to expect that AppUcant or assignee (if applicable) can readily 
obtain the requested documents and information. 

The fee and certification requirement of 37 CFR L97 are waived for 
those documents submitted in reply to this requirement. This waiver 
extends only to those documents within the scope of this requirement under 
37 CFR 1.105 that are included in the first complete communication 
responding to this requirement. Any supplemental replies subsequent to the 
first communication responding to this requirement under 37 CFR 1.105 are 
subject to the fee and certification requirements of 37 CFR 1.97. 
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Applicant is reminded that the reply to this requirement must be 
made with candor and good faith under 37 CFR 1.56. Where applicant does 
not have or cannot readily obtain an item of required information, a 
statement that the item is unknown or not readily obtained will be accepted 
as a complete response to the requirement for that item. 

This requirement is an attachment of the enclosed Office action. A 
complete reply to the enclosed Office action must include a complete 
response to this requirement. The time period for reply to this requirement 
coincides with the time period for reply to the enclosed Office action, which 
is three months. 




GROUP mm\!t(o(p:L 



